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SILETZ VALLEY FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY 
 

 

HHooww  IItt  HHaappppeenneedd  ––  ““SSmmaallll  ttoowwnn,,  BBiigg  hheeaarrttss””  

CCeelleebbrraattiinngg  1155  YYeeaarrss  iinn  OOuurr  NNeeww  LLiibbrraarryy  

Volunteers of the Siletz Civic Club started 
the library in 1954 and ran it until 1991 when the 
library began receiving funding from the Lincoln 
County Library District (LCLD). Siletz patrons were 
proud of their growing collection and two public access 
computers but the library roof and inside structure were 
rotting; there was no foundation; and it was crowded. 

In 2000, a small group of determined women decided 
that something had to be done before the crumbling A-
frame disintegrated.  In 2001, the Siletz Civic Club 
transformed itself into the Siletz Valley Friends of the 
Library (SVFOL), a 501(c)(3) organization, for the 
express purpose of raising funds for a new building.  

The first few fundraisers were modest: book sales, a 
silent auction, and a used goods sale.  

Diedre Conkling, LCLD Librarian, conducted a 
“Community Visioning” exercise with the group and 
community members. Out of this came a mission 
statement, a needs assessment and a “Library Vision 
Statement” that informed the library design.  

Fancy teas, dinners, car washing and raffles were 
added to the fundraising efforts. The group had raised 
$7,000 by the end of 2001. 

In 2002 with these funds plus a grant from the 
Economic Development Alliance of Lincoln County, 
 
 

SVFOL hired Rich Turi, an experienced library 
architect in North Bend, for the initial design.  

The City of Siletz donated a lot on the main street 
of town but was unable to provide additional funding.  

Fundraising continued – more bake sales, car 
washes, and booths at Pow Wow and other events. 

In 2003, SVFOL celebrated the library’s 49th 
birthday and hosted a town meeting to share the new 
library design which was widely approved. 

Grant writing brought in $3,000 from the Plum 
Creek Foundation. Building estimates said we 
needed $650,000. So, more bake sales, barbequed 
chicken, a  jumble sale, raffles and book bags. Then 
the Autzen Foundation gave $15,000 and the Collins 
Foundation pledged $25,000 if SVFOL could raise 
$500,000 by the end of 2004. 

Grant writing succeeded in obtaining a Meyer 
Memorial Trust award of $100,000  in April, 2004! 

 

(continued on Page 3, Library, How it Happened) 

 
 

Jaycee Clubhouse that served as Library until 2007 

May 2004: ¼ of goal reached. Standing, L to R: Amy 
Gibson, Alice McCain, Sally Jennings.  

Seated L to R: Lorraine Rich, karen carlson. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fun Facts about our Board Secretary 

An interview with Sunshine Keck by karen carlson 
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SK:  I was born and raised 

out in the hot, alkali desert 

60 miles west of Phoenix, 

Arizona, on ranches called 

Hassayampa and Just Made 

It. We raised cattle, alfalfa, 

barley and cotton. 

My passion for reading and 

for libraries began as a 

young child because buying  

books was reserved for a birth- 

day or Christmas present. My 

  

 

 

                                           parents owned a small 

library of used books which I read many times. My 

greatest thrill was their purchase of the World Book 

Encyclopedia in about 1960. 

kc: What’s your pet’s name? 

SK: Little Gray Sister, who was the 5th kitten born on 

our front porch in 2006. We ran out of creative names 

but she has outlasted all our other pets. 

kc: What’s your favorite tool in the kitchen or 

garden or where you are most creative? 

SK: My favorite tool is my well-seasoned cast iron egg 

skillet that we bought used early in our marriage. 

kc: What food can’t you live without? 

SK: In general, fresh organic vegetables and fruit. And 

a dark chocolate treat once in a while! 

kc: What is the most organized part of your life? 

SK: My computers! I have separate business and 

personal computers. I use folders and subfolders which 

I keep backed up to an off-line flash drive. Network 

security is a high priority. 

kc: What is your most disorganized part? 

SK: My house downstairs which is waiting for me to 

afford the electrical upgrades and drywall repairs. 

kc: Where is your special place to be zen-like? 

SK: My gardens. I love pruning, planning layouts and 

just enjoying my flowers and fruit trees.  

kc: What’s the strangest or craziest job you’ve done? 

SK: After I decided that teaching in public schools was 

not my forté, I worked as a graphic arts supervisor for 

a large manufacturer of medical laboratory tests in La 

Jolla, California. While there, I managed the move of 

thousands of pounds of hot lead type already set in 

trays from Los Angeles to San Diego. Later, I 
 

(continued on Page 6, Sunshine Keck) 

SVFOL members never shy away from a 
challenge. When we became eligible to write a 
grant to The Pilcrow Foundation, we took it very 
seriously.  Through its Children’s Book Project, 
The Pilcrow Foundation said it would provide a 2-
to-1 match to rural public libraries that qualified 
for their grant.  If SVFOL could raise $400, the 
Foundation would match up to $800 worth of 
new, quality, hardcover children’s books with a 
focus on Native American authors and/or 
Illustrators, diversity, STEM, and health.  

Congratulations, grant writer Carol Schramm, 
Siletz community and SVFOL board members -- 
the Pilcrow Foundation awarded us this grant!  

To raise the $400, we created 13 raffle baskets. 
With everyone’s support in ticket sales and 
donations, we raised an astounding $3,500, most 
of which will help support other library needs. 

Librarian Carol Schramm made her selections 
from a list of 700 book titles and those books have 
arrived. Carol and Jane Cothron from LCLD are 
currently cataloguing these beautiful books and 
then they will be available for checkout.  

In addition to the Pilcrow books, Siletz Tribal 
Charitable Contribution Fund sent 14 Native 
American books to be included. 

Thank you to the Pilcrow Foundation for the 
opportunity to secure a grant for children’s books.  

                                             -- karen carlson 
 
 

 

Rural Public Library Grant – Books! 
 

 

Sunshine Keck 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Super Bunco team L to R: Sally Jennings, Johnny Ranoa, Susan 
Miller (front), Julie Wilson (back), Lorraine Rich, Ellen Olson-Sax, 

Amy Gibson, Doina High, and Debbie Dowell. 

Library, How it Happened, continued from Page 1 
 

SVFOL’s grant writers wrote almost a hundred 

grant requests. Foundations were blown away by the 

local community support and the amount of money 

raised by this small group.  

Siletz Tribal Charitable Contributions Fund 

(STCCF) funded a book drop at the old library which 

could be moved to the new library.  
In May, 2004, SVFOL’s dedicated group of women 

solicited art glass donations from across the USA and 
held a “Gathering of Glass” auction at Embarcadero, 
the biggest fundraiser to date ($8,352). 

In June, the Confederated Tribes of Siletz Indians 
(CTSI), pledged $100,000 which was followed by a 
grant from the Ford Foundation for $100,000. In De-
cember, CTSI donated another $48,000 to reach the 
$500,000 challenge from Collins Foundation. 

In February, 2005, STCCF donated $20,000; Lin-
coln County Economic & Development Fund $10,000; 
Collins Foundation another $40,000; Paul G. Allen 
Family Foundation $50,000. 

SVFOL held a Super Bunco Party fundraiser at 
Shilo; then an “Old Lady Car Wash” in April.  
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“Birthday Bash by the Bay” event in March, which 
featured music, food, and a silent auction ($5,500). 

When the building fund reached $830,000, SVFOL 
went out to bid again. On 4/4/2006, a successful bid 
was submitted by a local Siletz contractor, Ron 
Anderson Custom Homes, Inc. Groundbreaking 
followed in May and construction was rapid. 

 
 

 

By May, 2005, the building fund reached $700,000. 
August and September brought $5,000 each from 

the Oregon Cultural Trust, Juan Young Trust, Plum 
Creek Foundations, the Autzen Foundation and the 
Lilley Foundation. 

SVFOL reached its fundraising goal of $751,000 
and the project went out to bid in November, 2005. 
The board was shocked when the lowest bid was 
$813,000. Hurricanes Katrina, Rita and Wilma had 
devastated much of the USA and costs had escalated. 

The group dug in and wrote more grants and held 
more fundraisers. CTSI employees donated $3,000 
from their December paychecks and CTSI matched 
that amount. 

February, 2006: STCCF gave $20,000; Ann & Bill 
Swindells Charitable Trust gave $35,000. 

Oregon Coast Aquarium helped SVFOL with a  
 

Fundraising continued in order to cover the costs of 
furniture, earthquake-proof shelving, technical equip-
ment, and new computers. A grant from James F. & 
Marion L. Miller ($45,000) was timely. 

July saw the cedar siding applied; cabinets were 
installed in September, followed by tile, wainscotting, 
carpeting, drapes, furniture, etc. Landscaping trans-
formed the grounds in December and the books were 
moved from the old library to the new building. 

On January 6, 2007, our community celebrated the 

grand opening of its new library. The 3600 sq. ft. 

library proper housed shelving to hold the existing 

15,000 items with room to grow; six public access 

computers; a children’s room with two computers; a 

service desk; office and a study room. An additional 

600 sq. ft. provided a large community meeting room, 

rest rooms and a lobby.    

(continued on Page 4, Library, How it Happened) 

 

 

Grand Opening of New Siletz Public Library Building   1/6/2007 
Sally Jennings, Blythe Jorgensen, Sandy Bowe, Rose Esbenshade, 

Doina High, Amy Gibson, Sunshine Keck, Lorraine Rich, 
Trudy Hueth, Alice McCain, and karen carlson 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SVFOL set up a donor pledge campaign that 
encouraged individuals and businesses to donate as 
little as $10 to as much as $10,000. The campaign 
closed at the end of 2006 after raising more than 
$50,000. The permanent plaques are hung in the 
lobby of the new library building. Donors are listed 
alphabetically by category: Reader’s Circle, Build-
er’s Circle, Architect’s Circle. 

An Honor Circle plaque recognizes memorial or 
“in honor of” contributions and a Foundation Circle 
plaque lists the granting organizations. 

A brass plaque commemorates the community’s 
accomplishment.    

 

Library, How it Happened, continued from Page 3 
 

Newport’s News-Times and the Tribe’s Siletz 

News both helped SVFOL’s cause with extended 

amounts of coverage of planned events and 

progress toward our goal. 

The total cost of the project was $900,000 

including furniture, technology and landscaping. 

The contractor was a local builder who went 

above and beyond to ensure a quality structure 

that is energy efficient, functional and beautiful.  
CTSI has its headquarters in Siletz. The Siletz 

Tribal Charitable Contribution Fund and the 
Siletz Tribal Council together donated over 
$250,000 – more than one fourth of the cost of 
the fully furnished library.  

A donor pledge campaign brought in over 

$50,000, often in small amounts, from 200-plus 

individuals and businesses (see story below).  

 

 

 

Rich P. Turi 

  Bruce McCain 

  

Ron Anderson Larry Franck 

Architect 
 

In 2002, SVFOL selected 

Rich Turi as the architect 

who they believed would 

provide the best design for 

our new library, given the 

constraints of budget and 

space. Rich had completed 

18 Oregon libraries. Each 

new library benefited from 

his accumulated experience. 

Turi’s libraries are known for 

their operational simplicity 
 

(continued on Page 5, Rich Turi)     
 

 

Owner’s 
Representative 

 

Bruce McCain oversaw 

the process of turning the 

architect’s plans into real-

ity. He joined the SVFOL 

Building Committee in 

January, 2005, and agreed 

to be its chair. He served 

as the Owner’s Repre-

sentative during construc-

tion. His role was “go-

between” for the building 
 

(continued on Page 5, Bruce 
McCain)  

 

 
 

Contractor/Builder 
 

Ron Anderson of Ron 

Anderson Custom Homes, 

Inc., had  retired but when 

he learned of SVFOL’s dis-

appointing results with the 

first bids, he came out of  
 

(continued on Page 5, Ron 
Anderson) 

 

 

Superintendent 
 

Lifetime Logsden resi-

dent and contractor, Larry 

Franck, agreed to serve 

as the Superintendent of 

the library construction 

project, working with 

Ron Anderson, the con-

tractor, and reporting 

back to Bruce McCain.  
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Rich Turi 

  

Donor Plaques Recognize the 

Contributors Who Helped 

Build our New Library 
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Thanks to a generous grant from Cascade 
West Economic Development District (CED), 
the Siletz Public Library was recently able to 
update its public computer system. Bobby, from 
Quick Computer Services in South Beach, 
managed the installation.  

The previous system was quite old (2011). The 
new system is streamlined -- one host computer 
operates the six public stations in the library. 
This simplification means the librarians can 
more easily make changes and help patrons 
using the computers. The new system receives 
updates more easily so the apps are current and 
work more efficiently. Better security and greater 
processing ability are added benefits. 

 Patrons can use the computers for one-hour 
slots -- no appointments are needed; we operate 
on a first-come, first-served basis. Printing (.10 
per page) is simple from the public stations, too. 

  

Rich Turi, continued from Page 4 
 

and efficiency, resulting in a library that is easy to 
supervise with a minimal number of staff.  

Turi worked closely with the SVFOL design 

committee and library manager to first create a plan 

that “works.” Then he looked for ways to increase 

efficiency. Finally, he worked to make the building 

attractive and uniquely appropriate to our 

community. After the design was approved, the bid 

documents were created. These specified the plan 

details, materials, and construction requirements 

which became part of the builder’s contract. The 

plans had to meet or exceed all building codes and 

comply with state and local laws. 

---------------- 

 Bruce McCain, continued from Page 4 
 

contractor, the City, SVFOL and the architect. 

Bruce retired from the National Marine Fisheries 

Service in 2004. He is a fisheries biologist and 

starting in 1995 he was the Facility Manager of a 

70,000 sq. ft. federally owned building complex at 

the Hatfield Marine Science Center. During the last 

five years of his time at the Center, he helped in the 

design and construction of a 15,000 sq. ft. 

laboratory/office complex called the Barry Fisher 

Building In addition, he is a member (and past chair) 

of the board of Samaritan House, a shelter for 

homeless families in Newport. He was on the 

building committee that oversaw the remodel of a 

motel into the 12-unit shelter used by Samaritan 

House.  
---------------- 

 Ron Anderson, continued from Page 4 
 

retirement in order to submit a local bid. His 

company did submit the lowest bid in round 2 and 

began construction in May, 2006. “Lowest bid” did 

not mean cutting corners. In fact, our library 

benefitted from his upgrades, often at his cost and not 

ours. 

Ron considered his role as the builder of the Siletz 

Public Library as his contribution to the Siletz 

Community. 
---------------- 

(Photos by Lorraine Rich) 

New Computers in our Library 
 Submitted  by Carol Schramm 

February is  Your 

Library Month! 
One of our patrons sent us a note on why she really 
appreciates our library staff: 
 
 “Always a smile   -   Interested in me   -   Respectful  - 
   They go the extra mile   -   I look forward to visits   - 
   I needed help with genealogy research and they sent 
   for books on the East Coast – wow!” 
 -- Theresa Brummel 

Have a question about our Siletz Valley Friends of the 

Library? Want to volunteer to help support our Siletz 

Public Library? Contact Sally Jennings, 541-444-2687 

or Sunshine Keck, 541-444-7424. 
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Sunshine Keck, continued from Page 2  
 

transitioned their printed materials from hot lead type 

to the new “cold type” which eventually became 

computer-based typography. This is where my love of 

type fonts started! 

kc: Can you share something we don’t know about you? 

SK: I have drawn and painted from age 3. I moved 

from oil painting to acrylics and then watercolors in 

the 1970s. One of my paintings (pictured behind me 

in the photo) currently is on loan to our library. Now I 

spend most of my creative energy working on our 

SVFOL newsletter as well as the books I edit and 

publish for my clients. 

kc: What is your favorite accomplishment? 

SK: My favorite accomplishment was having the 

honor to be part of the team who raised the funds, did 

the planning, and followed through on seeing our new 

Siletz Public Library built, furnished and opened for 

our community to enjoy. 

A close second is designing and supervising the low-

voltage network for our new Clinic while working for 

the Tribe in the Health Department and then 

integrating the multitude of software and hardware 

projects for the Clinic. 

kc: If Covid would let you travel, where would you go?  

SK: First to Arizona to visit my family who I haven’t 

seen in 2 years. Then, to Alaska, England, Wales, 

Scotland and Ireland! 

kc: Thank you, Sunshine! 

 

 

SSTTCCCCFF  GGrraanntt  AAwwaarrddeedd  ttoo  SSVVFFOOLL    
ffoorr  LLiiaabbiilliittyy  IInnssuurraannccee  

 Once again, a big thank you to Siletz Tribal 
Charitable Contribution Fund (STCCF) who 

awarded us $670 in November toward the cost of our 

annual liability insurance. We take care to set up safe 

fundraising events but unforeseen circumstances can 

always crop up.  Having liability insurance gives our 

board peace of mind. Fundraising affords us the 

opportunity to provide for many needs not covered in 

the Siletz Public Library’s annual budget. Together 

we will work at keeping our library safe, updated and 

very much in the 21st century. 

 -- karen carlson 

Library Book Sale Shelves are Full 

 Remember to check out our used books for 
sale. These are affordable gifts for your family 
and friends – or yourself! Many thanks to Susan 
Miller for sprucing up the collection. 

  

NNeeww  SSeeccuurriittyy  CCaammeerraass  IInnssttaalllleedd  
 

We also received a grant of $1799 from the 
STCCF to replace our video surveillance system. 

We now have five cameras installed that give 
us a good view of the parking lot and front 
entrance area of the building. The new cameras 
have much better night recording capabilities 
than the old system -- staff have commented 
about how much brighter and clearer the 
footage is.  

We have three additional cameras which will 
be installed after we “live with” the current 
cameras for a while; we will see where our blind 
spots are and adjust accordingly.  

This system has the capability of letting staff 
log in from home to see what is happening on 
library grounds after hours. Staff can request 
assistance from law enforcement in a timely 
manner if the need arises. 

Protecting our library from theft, vandalism 
and illegal drug-associated activity increases 
safety and security for our library building, staff, 
and the community served by the library. 

Total cost of the project was $2,399. Two of 
our board members donated the other $600. 

 -- Carol Schramm 

Masks are currently required to 

attend our SVFOL Board meetings. 
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200 Daffodil Bulbs Planted 
Five people planted 100 standard daffodil 

bulbs and 100 miniature bulbs in record time on 
December 7th, 2021. Sally Jennings raked away 
mulch and picked spots that needed additional 
plantings while Carla Clark and Sunshine Keck 
used portable augers to dig the holes. Mirheya 
Mason and karen carlson followed along and 
planted the bulbs. Mulch was raked back over. 

Already the tips of new leaves are starting to 
poke up through the mulch. 

Raffle Baskets Raised $3500! 
Winners drawn 9/18/21 

 
 Thirteen happy winners received their 

raffle baskets shortly after the drawing. The 
funds covered our $400 share of the Pilcrow 
book grant and the remainder will go toward 
deep cleaning, liability insurance, and other 
expenses.  

Since we had to cancel our annual 
Birthday Party fundraiser, we are so grateful 
to the community for continuing to support 
our fundraising efforts. 

karen carlson planting daffodil bulbs in early 

December at the west end of the library  

Sally Jennings raking away mulch 

so Carla Clark can dig the holes 

with a nifty planting auger 
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Siletz Public Library Notes 
                         -- Carol Rasmussen Schramm 

            Library Manager 

Due to COVID, we are still encouraging quick 
visits and have taken away some of the computer 
stations to promote social distancing. 

Summer Reading Program’s theme this 
year is "Read Off the Beaten Path." We will be 
distributing the Oregon Coast Quest book to 
families so they can complete the quests together. 
Because we don't know the path COVID will take, 
we won't be hosting performances this summer, 
though we will be having some organized 
activities. 

I added 85 Native American books from the 
Dorothy Blackcrow Mack donation. These books 
are available now for checkout. 

You can find out what is happening at the 
library by visiting our website: 
https://www.siletzpubliclibrary.org/ 
or our Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/SiletzPublicLibrary 

 

 

Siletz Public Library Events Calendar 
 

          Carol Schramm, Siletz Library Manager 

 Phone:  541-444-2855 
 

Limited Browsing & Curbside Service 
 

Tuesdays:  1:00 PM  – 5:00 PM  

Wednesdays: 10:00 AM – 5:00 PM 

Thursdays: 10:00 AM – 5:00 PM 

Fridays: 10:00 AM – 5:00 PM 

Saturdays: 10:00 AM – 4:00 PM 

Closed:  Sunday & Monday 

 
 

SVFOL Board Meetings 
 

SVFOL members and members of the general 

public are welcome to attend our Board meetings.  

The next Board meeting is scheduled for 

Thursday, February 17th, 2022, 5:30 to 6:30 PM.  

Meetings are held at the Library. Call Sally 

Jennings for information: 541-444-2687. 

Library 
Birthday 
Wish List 

More Raffle 
Baskets are 
coming in 

the 
summer! 
 

 

Flat Screen Computer Monitor (VGA connection) 
Photocopy paper (20 lb) 
Hand sanitizer 
Clorox wipes 
Paper towels 
Forever postage stamps  
Pure Citrus Air Freshener 
Simple Green Cleaners 
Toilet paper 
Cash donations to purchase books 
Microfiber Cleaning Cloths 
N95 or surgical face masks (to give to patrons  
   who don’t have a mask) 

 
 

Grab a candle at 
the Library or just 

bring your gift! 
 

     They need: 

mailto:SVFOL@lincolncolibrarydist.org
mailto:SVFOL@lincolncolibrarydist.org
mailto:SVFOL@lincolncolibrarydist.org
http://www.siletzpubliclibrary.org/
https://www.siletzpubliclibrary.org/
https://www.facebook.com/SiletzPublicLibrary

